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Introduction: This report is the first of a series of three that will present the results of geological review and slide investigations
performed at various sites on Forest Highway 7 (Mendocino Pass Road) located in Glenn County, west of Willows, California (Refer
to Sheet 2). Their common purpose is to determine the feasibility of utilizing Fondedile Root Piles to correct the slope instability
problems that exist on this facility and to consider other alternatives for correction. These locations were selected on April 8, 1976,
during a field review conducted by personnel representing both FHWA and the Caltrans Laboratory. It was tentatively agreed that
Caltrans would investigate these sites for feasibility of a Fondedile correction under an amended version of a previous agreement.

Forest Highway 7 has been the subject of various field reviews by County, State, and Federal agencies over the last four years
due to storm damage in numerous unstable areas. Maintenance has become an ever increasing problem.

The various areas of instability of this project provide the opportunity to evaluate a proven European technique for increasing
slope stability. FHWA is interested in the potential of the Fondefile system, also referred to as "Reticulated Pali Radice" or "Root
Piles", as a possible alternative slope stabilization technique on Federal facilities. A previous investigation by Caltrans reported
February 9, 1976, was conducted for a proposed experimental installation at Station 418. However, it was determined that
instability at this particular location could be corrected more economically by a solution other than the Fondedile technique.

Based upon a field review of the Forest Highway 7 project on July 8, 1976, Dr. J.R. Sallberg of FHWA headquarters concurred
that the three slides selected for the study had potential for correction with Fondedile piles. He also concurred on the desirability of
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